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Chocolate Factory Land Sale Raises Eyebrows
While many believe that the redevelopment 

of the Elizabeth Shaw Chocolate Factory 

in Greenbank will have positive benefi ts for 

the community overall, many are increas-

ingly concerned about the sale of a strip of 

publicly owned land along the Bristol and 

Bath Railway Path, currently the subject 

of a consultation by Bristol City Council. 

If the sale is approved, the 170m long 
strip of mature hedgerow - habitat for 
foxes, badgers, and birds - would be 
destroyed and developed into a 7-storey 
tower block and ‘cycle houses.’ There is 

also concern about the 250 parking spaces 

proposed for the development, likely to 

generate a signifi cant amount of traffi c in 

this currently quiet corner of Easton.

The land sale consultation comes after 

embarrassing e-mails (obtained by a 

Freedom of Information request) between 

the Planning Director David Bishop and 

the chief architect for the project, George 

Ferguson revealed that council offi cers 

were planning to dispose of the land 

against the recommendation of wildlife 

and parks offi cers, and without any input 

from the public or local councillors. “These 

kinds of backroom deals make a mockery 

of local democracy,” says Caroline Lee-

Smith, a Whitehall resident who works for 

an environmental charity.

The plan also violates the Bristol Local 

Plan that states, “It is vital that the wildlife 

network is as continuous as possible... 

any severance can seriously reduce the 

nature conservation and landscape value 

of a corridor.” According to Kingsley Rd. 

resident Tom Beale, “The Railway Path is 

not only a strip of concrete- it is a linear 

park and important ‘breathing place’ for 

the community. It is also critical habitat 

and a migratory route for wildlife, who 

use the railway path much as humans do, 

to get safely from one area of Bristol to 

another.” 

Jan Walters, Bristol’s Nature Conser-

vation Offi cer, has stated that “(if this 
project is approved) the character of 
the path will change fundamentally. It 
will set a precedent for further develop-
ment pressure along the Railway Path. 
While I applaud the scheme’s intentions 

to retain and reuse the existing buildings 

and capitalise on the links with the Railway 

Path, this should not be at the cost of loss 

of integrity of the (wildlife corridor).”

The land sale consultation so far has been 

far from fair and honest, with leading 

questions on the offi cial questionnaire such 

as, “do you think regeneration is important 

for Easton?” implying that if the sale 

of the land does not get approved, the 

whole project will be ditched - an unlikely 

scenario. Local residents who have called 

the ‘public information line’ have discov-

ered to their dismay that this is not a 

Council number, but in fact a private fi rm, 

PPS. There are even reports that PPS has 

refused to convey unfavourable feedback to 

the Council. According to Camelford Rd. 

resident Josh Hart, “If public feedback is 

being fi ltered to obtain a desired outcome 

that will benefi t developers at the expense 

of local people and the environment, that is 

an insult to our community.”

Local residents are urged to attend the open 

house on Saturday the 17th of January 

from 10am-4pm at the Pickle Factory, 

13 All Hallows Rd. Easton and send the 

enclosed postcard to the Council. You can 

also fi nd out more about the proposed land 

sale, and provide specifi c comments to jane.

greenaway@bristol.gov.uk or 922 2694 

(do this even if you have completed the 

online survey or responded by phone). You 

can also still make comments or queries 

about the planning application to chanelle.

brodie@bristol.gov.uk or 922 3031

Further details and background on the devel-

opment and proposed land sale available at 

http://keepgreenbankgreen.blogspot.com 

More info about the threatened hedgerow 

at http://thestoryofahedge.blogspot.com/

Wild in the City? Squarepeg would like to destroy 

the historic hedgerow on the left of this photo to 

make way for ‘cycle houses’ and ‘landscaping’.

The east Bristol community has been hit 

particularly hard lately by a series of road 

deaths and injuries. Following the hit and 

run death of Charles Small in November 

and 3 elderly pedestrians killed at Junction 

2 of the M32 in Eastville (see article), 

local residents have called upon Police to 

strictly enforce speeding and aggressive 

driving, which have become an epidemic. 

The threat is not equal throughout Bristol 

- for every Clifton child that is killed 
or seriously injured, over 24 Easton 
children are (source Bristol Quality of Life 

Report).

We are calling upon the City Council 

to establish a 20mph speed limit for all 

residential areas in Bristol - not just 

isolated pilot areas as they are proposing 

now. More information about the 20mph 

campaign at http://20splentyforus.org.uk/

You are encouraged to send the attached 

postcard to the council and let them know 

you support safer streets! You can also 

attend the local forum that helps set local 

police priorities to call for safer streets- 

Wed. 14th January 2009 at 7:00 PM 

at St Anne with St Thomas Church, St 

Leonard’s Road, Greenbank or you can 

provide feedback online at: http://tinyurl.

com/8epe2h

SAFE SPEEDS FOR BRISTOL: TWENTY IS PLENTY!



Community Demands Safety Fixes After 
3 Deaths on M32 Slip Road in Eastville
You may have heard the tragic news that 

over the past 18 months, 3 elderly people 

have been killed and one seriously injured 

walking to Tesco across the southbound 

M32 slip road at Muller Rd. While there 

are alternatives to crossing at this point, 

none of them are considered safe, with the 

existing tunnels a haven for crime, and the 

level crossings out of the way, especially 

problematic for mobility-limited elderly 

people. A Junction 2 Safety Alliance has 

formed in the neighbourhood and we are 

asking the City Council and Highways 

Agency to fi x this junction to make sure 

no more lives are lost. Specifi cally, we are 

asking for:

• A safe, level signalised crossing, coordi-

nated with the lights at the roundabout

• Closure of the entrance of residential 

Stapleton Rd. at Freemantle Gardens 

(this would simplify a very complex 

junction, as well as closing a gap between 

the ‘Easton Bypass’ cycle path along the 

M32 and routes through Eastville Park)

• Lowering of the speed limit on the slip 

road and urban sections of the M32 to 

40mph

To support these measures, please send in 

the attached postcard. 

You can also e-mail or call MP Kerry 

McCarthy at mccarthyk@parliament.uk 

or 0117 939 9901. To be kept informed 

about the campaign, please e-mail Josh 

Hart at velorution@yahoo.com or call 

0753 113 4666.

Death by Design- 3 people killed at the same 

location and the Council refuses to do anything 

except put up a sign blaming the victims....

CYCLE 
EXPRESSWAY 
Reconnecting Easton to 
St.Werburgh’s Across M32
A campaign has been launched by 

residents on both sides of the M32 to 

extend Bristol’s greenway network, with 

the dream of a pathway along the disused 

railway line between Lawrence Hill station 

and Filton Abbey Wood, providing a 

safe, level crossing of the M32 between 

Easton, St. Werburgh’s, and Lockleaze 

with a branch to Redland along the Severn 

Beach line. This has been referred to as 

the ‘Cycle Expressway’ but would in fact 

be open to walkers, runners, wheelchair 

users, as well as cyclists. In response to 

the campaign, the Bristol City Council is 

currently conducting a feasibility study 

that should be available soon.

To support this project, please send the 

enclosed postcard and tick the appropri-

ate box. 

To stay informed, or to join the newly formed 

Bristol Greenway Network Campaign 

please send your name, address, and e-mail 

to Paul Grimshaw at pkgrimshaw@yahoo.

com or 0117 902 4328

Could this bridge over Stapleton Rd. become a 

safe route between Easton and St. Werburgh’s?

Railway Path News: Gritting, Signage, 
Tree Root Damage, Police Patrols
After a number of serious falls due to 

ice and tree root damage on the Railway 

path, users of the path are happy to see 

that the council is fi nally gritting the path 

in freezing weather and repairing the tree 

root damage. The police are now regularly 

patrolling the pathway, and more people 

than ever are walking and cycling along 

our local linear park. In addition, improved 

signage is planned for the route. The best 

way to improve the safety of the path (and 

to reduce your carbon footprint - not to 

mention your waistline after the holidays) 

is for more people to use it at all hours. So 

pump up those bike tires, lube that chain, 

and get out on the bikeway!

Railway Path & 
Royate Hill 
LITTER CLEAN-UP: 
SAT JAN 24TH
Join us for an hour or two to clear up 

litter along the cycle path, meet your 

neighbours, and get to know your local 

open spaces better. Saturday January 

24th 10am at the top of Gratitude Rd, 

next to the entrance to the Railway Path. 

Bring bin bags, gloves, and wear old jeans 

and sturdy shoes. (Rain date: Sunday Jan. 

25th 10am)

Motor Vehicle Traffi c Degrades 
Communities, says UWE Research
In September, a study done at UWE found 

that those living on very busy streets had 

less than a quarter the number of friends 

on their street as those on a nearby quiet 

street. Through interviews with dozens 

of residents living in north Bristol, the 

study entitled Driven to Excess, found 

that car traffi c is having a considerable 

negative impact on quality of life, safety, 

and health in Bristol. To read more, go to 

http://tinyurl.com/6329rz

KEY LOCAL WEBSITES:
Bristol Indymedia
http://bristol.indymedia.org

Bristol Traffi c
http://bristolcars.blogspot.com/

On the Level Car Free Blog
http://onthelevelblog.com

Green Bristol Blog
http://greenbristolblog.blogspot.com/

Keep Greenbank Green
http://keepgreenbankgreen.blogspot.com/

Easton Discussion Group
http://uk.groups.yahoo.com/group/easton_bristol/



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


